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Author's Introduction 

In the Name of Allah, the All-Merciful, 
the All-Compassionate 

[Bismi'lliihi 'r-Ral:imiini 'r-Ral:ii:m] 

P
raise be to Allah, who is worthy of praise and deserving thereof
a praise that excels all praise, like the excellence of Allah over 

His creation. I bear witness that there is no god but Allah, Alone 
without any partner, thereby fulfilling for Allah His rightful due. 
I also bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger, 
having no doubt as to his truthfulness. May Allah bestow blessing 
and peace upon him, and upon his family and his Companions, as 
often as the clouds bring pouring rain, and as often as thunder follows 
the lightning flash. 

This is a book concerning jurisprudence [fiqh]. I have made it as 
concise as possible, and in it I have confined myself to a single doctrine, 
so that it may be a mainstay[' umda] for its reader. The correct view is 
thus unobscured by difference of approaches and accounts. 

One of my brethren asked me to condense it, so that it would be 
convenient for the scholars, and easy for the students to memorize. I 
have therefore responded to his request, relying upon Allah ( Glory be 
to Him) for sincerity in seeking His generous favor, and for help in 
attaining to His glorious approval. He is all that we need, and Most 
Excellent is the Custodian! 

I have supplied it with authentic Prophetic traditions [ah,adith�a�'i/:w,],
for the sake of the blessing and support they provide, and I have taken 
them from the authentic collections, in order to do without citing 
their chains of transmission. 
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